Perinatal intracranial hemorrhage and retinopathy of prematurity: currently nonpreventable complications of premature birth?
There is now considerable evidence that the control of cerebral circulation in sick small infants is sometimes seriously deranged and subject to wide fluctuations during neonatal care. Our current preoccupation with looking at oxygen administration and peripheral arterial oxygen tensions as the only cause of ROP is not likely to be productive. Until we know more about the causes of cerebral blood flow fluctuation, IVH, asphyxia, and their effects on the retinal circulation, we are not apt to make much progress. There is a strong association between retinopathy and IVH in premature infants. With our current knowledge, we are unable to prevent or to treat either IVH or ROP. The public should be better informed that both of these conditions are usually unavoidable complications of premature birth.